Festival of Virginals

A 3-day Festival devoted to the English Virginalists, with concerts, lectures and workshops.

From about 1575, when William Byrd wrote his first pavans & galliards, until the death of Thomas Tomkins in 1656 – with in between names such as John Bull, Peter Philips, Thomas Morley, Giles Farnaby and Orlando Gibbons – an enormous amount of wonderful music for harpsichord and virginals was written. This tradition, which is generally known as the school of the English Virginalists, has a unique status among connaisseurs. The number of master pieces is astonishingly great, and the names of sources such as the Fitzwilliam Virginal Book, My Lady Nevells Booke and Parthenia have an almost legendary ring to them.

On the occasion of its tenth anniversary the Dutch Harpsichord Society (Het Clavecimbel Genootschap Nederland) will celebrate this special repertoire with a Festival. Naturally, much music will sound, performed by players who have demonstrated a special affinity with it. But there are also lectures on the music, its performance and its instruments, as well as a few masterclasses. As leitmotiv the complete keyboard music of Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) will be played. In addition there is an exposition of instruments.

Players and speakers (a.o.): Bob van Asperen, Pieter Dirksen, Richard Egarr, Pierre Hantaï, Bernard Klapprot, David Ledbetter, Daryll Martin, Davitt Moroney, David J. Smith, Wim Tomassen and Kris Verhelst.

Time: from Friday night 16 April until Sunday 18 April 2004

Location: Delft (near Rotterdam), Lutherse Kerk (Noordeinde 4)

Costs: Passepartout € 75; single concerts € 15

Further informatian and subscription: secr. Stichting Clavecimbel Genootschap Nederland, a.o. Tilman Gey, J.v.Lennepstr. 111, 1053 HR Amsterdam (TilmanGey@cs.com)

See also our website: www.scgn.org
Concerts:

Friday 16 April


20u30
Pierre Hantaï (Gibbons, Farnaby, Bull)

Saturday 17 April

11u
Richard Egarr (Gibbons, Morley, Byrd)

17u
Conservatory Students Concert (fringe: English Virginalists)

20u30
Kris Verhelst (Gibbons, Philips) & Bernard Klapprot (Gibbons, Tomkins)

Sunday 18 April

11u
Davitt Moroney (Gibbons, Byrd)

17u
Bob van Asperen (Gibbons, Bull)

17-18 April: Lectures by Wim Tomassen, Daryll Martin, David Ledbetter, David Smith, Pieter Dirksen and Davitt Moroney

