REPORT FOR THE SECOND AGM of the BRITISH HARPSICHORD SOCIETY

The BHS Committee have met 3 times during the past year.  In February we elected 2 new members, Andrea Rayner and Christopher Bucknall, to join us on the Committee.

Membership numbers on our data base now stand at 1311- although it must be noted we have lost touch with some due to their failure to inform us of a change of e-mail address.  About 50% of our members live outside the UK, with most countries throughout the world being represented. 

‘Sounding Board’ Three further editions of our e-magazine were published during the year.  Issue No. 2 edited by William Mitchell in June; Issue No.3, editor Penelope Cave in November and earlier this month Issue No.4 edited by Katharine May. 

Concert Diary -Our thanks go to our Diary Secretary, Tony Darwen who after a lot of research compiles our monthly Concert Diary, and sends it to all our UK members.   Tony also posts the Diary onto our Website and keeps it up-to-date adding late entries throughout the month. Solo harpsichord recitals are now given special prominence in the hope that members will readily support these and by doing so encourage more such events to be promoted. 

BHS Events.-Jane Clark continues to arrange the performers for the BHS monthly recitals at Handel House, the majority of which sell-out well in advance.  We have had two contrasting Saturday events, one exploring contemporary harpsichord music and the other the keyboard works of Francois Couperin.  We invited the British Clavichord Society to share one of our Handel House ‘slots’ which resulted in a very successful Harpsichord and Clavichord recital.  Our thanks to Jane for all her hard work in liasing with performers and with the HH Museum. 

As many of our events at HH are sold-out we are exploring the possibility of holding events at larger venues but would need to be sure of the support of our members to ensure that ticket money would cover all our expenses.

Enquiries-Our Secretary, Edna Lewis continues to get enquiries from all over the world on a wide range of subjects.  All are individually answered with the help when required of other Committee members and of those on our Advisory panel.  As these are often of general interest we now include a summarised report at the end of each ‘Sounding Board’ issue.

The Website- two additional sections have been added, a new page headed ‘News’ for announcements, members’ requests, and items of a temporary nature etc and on the ‘Performers’ page a new section headed ‘Members CD’. 

We plan to add another section on the ‘Sale & Wanted’ page to advertise sale of other harpsichord related items, -i.e. parts, tuners, sheet music, etc.  Meanwhile we have announced this new service and displayed the charges on the ‘News’ page.

A Paypal has been opened to allow payment for Ads and for Donations to be made via our Website. 

Robin Bigwood our Webmaster has recommended that we change our Internet provider. The limitations imposed by the existing system have now become apparent. An upgrade would provide more flexibility and hopefully overcome the present bulk e-mailing problem. Robin has volunteered to undertake the re-build of the site necessitated by this change. Our thanks to Robin for this and all the work he has done in the past on our behalf. Our thanks also to Alistair McCapra for his part in keeping the present site up-dated.

Facebook- There is a BHS group on Facebook, this gives members an opportunity to contact each other and share information.  We hope to encourage members to make better use of this facility.   

NEMA article- The Editor of the NEMA Yearbook has invited us to submit an article about the Society for the 2012 edition – appropriate timing as this will be the year in which we will celebrate our 10th birthday!  

Birthday celebrations- With the help of our members we hope to initiate a series of events in different parts of the country over a particular weekend in the autumn of 2012.   We hope this will give members a chance to not only celebrate but to meet others members in the area where they live.  Your ideas and offers of help will be very welcome. 
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